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Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other informa- 
tion of which they are aware which may be material to the examination of this 
application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accor- 
dance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .56. While this Information Disclosure Statement may 
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be "material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein 
is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(b), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that 
no other material information exists, as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(a). 

A list of the patents and/or publications is set forth on the at- 
tached Form PTO-1449, and a copy of each of the items is supplied herewith. 

Patent document 1 551 448 tubes 2 in a heat exchanger having 
their ends 12 flattened so as to be receivable in a header-like structure 13. 

Patent document 1 95 43 986 discloses a structure wherein tubes 
14 have fins 1 1 extending between adjacent flat parts. The ends of the tubes 
1 9 are expanded to be in abutment with one another in a header structure. It 
is regretted that the enclosed copy is missing certain of the description and 
drawings because the person copying the same, prior to forwarding it to 
undersigned counsel, neglected to realize that the same was a two-sided 
document, and only copied one side of each page. 

Gebrauchsmuster 1 519 204 also shows tubes whose end 2 are 
brought into abutment with one another and between the ends, spaces are 
provided for the receipt of fins. 
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Applicants are attempting to obtain a complete copy of the '986 



citation, as well as a better copy of the '204 citation and will provide them to 
the PTO when they are received. 



Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to consider each of 



the references identified in view of the pending claims in the referenced appli- 
cation, although it is believed that all claims as originally filed delineate over 
the identified references. 



An action on the merits is awaited. 



July 24, 2001 

500 West Madison Street 
Suite 3800 

Chicago, IL 60661-2511 
(312) 876-1800 



Respectfully submitted. 
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